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SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

LAKES COMMUNITY
Lakes Community High School is this year’s nominee from Section #3.  The Lakes Community High School is experiencing its finest season in the school’s short life of five years.  As the coach, I attributed this to fine group of nine seniors who have conducted themselves in every game under the school motto: Where Respect + Courtesy = Pride.  Throughout the season, the Lakes team has epitomized good sportsmanship and fair play, game in and game, win or lose.  The team has followed the same routine every game without incident and had not received a single yellow card until the final game of the season on a (incidental) handball deemed deliberate by the referee.  Often during this season, I have had referees and opposing coaches come up to me after the game and comment to me on the good character and sportsmanship displayed by this team.  As their coach I have been pleased with their play but I am most proud of the sportsmanship they have displayed throughout the season.
LYONS TOWNSHIP
Two players approached the coaches about hosting a “pink out” games to raise money for breast cancer. This was the beginning of an event that ended up earning $5040 dollars to be split between Lyons Township’s Relay for Life and the Karen Dove Cabral Foundation.

There was a crowd of about 400 people, nearly all in Pink Out t-shirts for the game against York. The girls varsity soccer team sold nearly 800 Pink Out t-shirts, there was a Pink Out clinic for girls ages 5-13 in the community (85 girls attended, many of whom came to the Pink Out game as well). The boys basketball team grilled hot dogs and gave out drinks asking only for donations.

The team also purchased pink breast cancer ribbon pins and gave them to York before the game to commemorate the event and for breast cancer awareness.

Thank you for the consideration for the sportsmanship award.   William Lanspeary
STAGG
The girls soccer program at Stagg HS has always had a competitive edge to them.  This spring the girls have rallied around one of their captains in support of her mother who has recently been diagnosed with cancer.  The team has adopted a “Never Quit” attitude and has helped Allie and her family deal with this tragic situation.  Mrs. Kaim is often to weak to make into the stands and has to watch the game from her car-however, every game the team salutes her and acknowledges the fact that she is there watching the girls play.  The team has used soccer to bring joy to a family that is hurting right now and it has inspired them to “Never Quit”.
ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR
HARRISON BULL – HINSDALE CENTRAL
Coach Harry Bull has been involved in girl’s soccer since it’s inception at Hinsdale Central in 1983.  As Coach Bull completes his twenty seventh season, one as the head coach and twenty six and his final season as an assistant, he continues to bring a positive energy and focus to practices and games on a daily basis.

Coach Bull has been instrumental in the development of outstanding goalkeepers at Hinsdale Central in recent years.   For eight of the past ten seasons the Red Devils have been either Champions or Co-Champions of the West Suburban Silver Conference.  In 2009 they were the I.H.S.A. State 3A Champions.  Coach Bull is an extraordinary coach in regards to meeting the individual needs of his athletes.  He is considered quite helpful to many student-athletes in the field of sports psychology.  He is dedicated to the game of soccer and has spent countless hours working at practices, helping organize teams and developing young ladies who play the game of soccer with intensity, pride and dignity.  Coach Bull works tirelessly to continue to challenge students to meet their full potential. Coach Bull has assisted in running many IHSSCA sectional meetings for boy’s soccer also.  He is an outstanding candidate to be considered as the I.H.S.S.C.A Assistant Coach of the Year
MARK DANIELS – GLENBROOK SOUTH
For 30 years, Mark Daniels, has served both as a head or assistant coach in the boys’ and girls’ programs at Glenbrook South High School.  In 1981, former head boys soccer coach Jim Wolter didn’t have to look too far as Mark was employed as a Physical Education teacher in Glenview School District #34.  As a player and as a coach, Mark has always been an excellent role model for his players.  Sportsmanship, a fair competitive attitude, and calm demeanor have been a trademark of his coaching philosophy.  Able to enhance ones technical skills and challenge their tactical sense of the game, Mark's professionalism is always present.  No matter what age group or gender he is coaching, Mark really enjoys what he is doing.

During Mark’s tenure at GBS, he also served as the head girls’ coach for six years, 1994-2001.  In 2004 Mark returned to the girls’ program coaching the freshman team.  As a good assistant coach who is always willing to devote himself to the community, whether at the school or the club level, Mark has done just that.  No matter what level he is assigned, he understands it's for the development of the program.  Though the accolades may not always be there for the assistants at the lower levels, I know Mark still is thrilled to see success occurring in the Glenbrook South soccer program.   Besides the scouting for varsity matches and assisting on the sidelines, Mark continually offers his services above and beyond the call of his responsibilities.  Taking care of the small details (organizing ball runners, field preparations, crowd control, etc.) at varsity games go unnoticed by many.   His willingness to put on a good show for the players, its community and guests at South is a priority for him. 

As a member of our coaches association, I highly recommend Mark for this honor due to his commendable 30 years of service.   

Involvement:

Assistant Coach for Varsity Boys (7 years)

Assistant coach Boys Freshman (23 years)

Assistant Coach Freshman Girls (1984 - 1990; 2004 – 2010)

Head Coach Varsity Girls (1994 - 2001)

IHSA State Soccer Finals - has attended/supported finals for 30 years

IHSSCA Clinics:  Lincoln Way, Lake Park, Buffalo Grove, Oswego, North Central College 

IHSSCA Girls/Boys Award Banquet (guest/coach)

Community:  Glenview Soccer Club Coach 

NSCAA Member

NSCAA Convention attendee

Sincerely, 

Seong Ha

ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR (cont.)
CHARLIE GREIS – PALATINE
Charlie Gries has been an assistant coach at Palatine High School since 1995. He began as coach of our Freshman team and after two years, became our Junior Varsity coach. He has been the Assistant Varsity coach since 2003. Charlie has always been an outstanding communicator and instructor to our athletes, but in recent years, he has also developed a great rapport with our athletes’ parents, administration, officials, and coaches of opposing teams. Being a very knowledgeable coach, Charlie has been offered numerous head coaching opportunities, but has declined them because of his rooted commitment to Palatine soccer. Charlie always goes beyond his coaching duties: he has officiated numerous games for our under levels when officials have failed to show and he always covers games for our other coaches if illness or emergencies arise. Charlie always takes the time to assess our under level players by watching their games and reporting to the head coach if he believes that players are ready to move up to the next progressional level. He is a valuable member of our coaching community and very deserving of any honors. 

Willie C. Filian

Palatine Coach

COACH OF THE YEAR

ED MCNALLY – MOTHER MCAULEY
Three words come to mind about Ed McNally: humble, knowledgeable and honest.

On the south side of Chicago, I would call Ed McNally a legend, Mr. Soccer, among the girls coaches.  Everyone knows of his ability and fine reputation as a coach and as a person.  He has been successfully coaching for twenty-plus years, yet is the first to acknowledge other programs’ successes.  Even as he struggled to rebuild the McAuley program after Marist went co-ed and severely reduced his talent pool, Ed remained positive and good humored.  More important, he maintained a tough schedule, and this has proven successful as he had a monumental turnaround with the McAuley program this season, improving records dramatically at all levels. Ed is the consummate professional, knowing the game of soccer, the players, and how to train them to the best of their ability.  He is known throughout the IHSA and the IHSSCA, as well as other soccer organizations, and is sought by many of us for advice.  It is known that he will always answer honestly, and that his word can be trusted. As a testament to what he has meant to south side soccer, and the regard others in the area have for Coach McNally, he was honored before the Marist/McAuley regional match when the Marist athletic department heard of his retirement from McAuley.  Being honored by his biggest rival is quite a tribute to a man who has helped many of us through the years.  It should be noted that in attendance were several among the many of his former players who are now high school coaches, which is a fitting legacy. Ed McNally’s stepping down is the end of an era at Mother McAuley.  I for one will miss his candor and perspective on the players and the issues that impact the game of soccer.









Tom Dufficy ~ DeLaSalle 


Ed McNally has just completed his final season after nearly two decades on the sidelines.  Ed’s teams have always been 


disciplined, hardworking teams that play an attractive style of soccer.  He has had his share of successful teams and all-state 


players who have gone on to some solid Division I programs.  When Marist became a co-ed school, around 2005, many 


female athletes who would have attended McAuley started to go to Marist.  As a result McAuley took a hit and struggled 


through the latter half of the decade.  Through it all Ed stayed positive and continued to teach good high quality soccer.



With two young kids at home and a teaching job at Proviso, Ed has been pondering stepping back for the past few seasons,



 but has remained committed to turning McAuley around.  With the birth of his daughter this past Fall, he decided that this 



was going to be his final season.  While many coaches in their final season would just “phone it in”, Ed refused to do that.    



McAuley posted a winning record playing against a very strong schedule.  McAuley had its best conference showing in 



years including an early season draw with perennial powerhouse St. Ignatius.  Ed departs McAuley the same way he has 



always coached there, with class and integrity.  He leaves the program on the upswing and has given his successor a group 



of solid young players to build around.







Craig Snower ~  Loyola


“Coach, your contributions to soccer on the south side have been countless. The opportunities that you have provided 


for your players have been remarkable. You have shared your passion and love for the game for more than 18 years. 


But none of this compares to the many lives you have influenced. Some of my fondest high school memories are from 


soccer. From the tears of defeat to running around St. Xavier to the relationships created- my high school experience 


would not be complete without them. It’s not the soccer drills or conditioning that I remember but the coach who 


cared enough to challenge me every day to be not merely a soccer player but to be a better person. 


On the occasion of my very last McAuley varsity soccer game, I was told: After your final game, take your last shot- walk 


off the field, and never look back with regrets. That has been good advice for life as well.”








Jenny Germino ~  Marist Coach

RYAN STENGREN – BARRINGTON
Ryan has done a phenomenal job leading Barrington this year to an impressive 20-2-3 record heading into the post-season.  He has kept his team playing at a high level throughout the entire season while battling both injuries and a rigorous schedule.  He is a great manager of his players and his teams are always very organized.  Furthermore, he seems to get the most out of each of his players in various capacities in big-game moments.  Starting the season with four regulars recovering from various injuries, he did not rush them back in attempts to make sure his team got off to a strong start.  Similarly, when his conference schedule blended with his tournament schedule and he had to play 4 matches in 5 days for back to back weeks, he did not exhaust the same girls by making them compete with enormous minutes each day.  Instead, he chose their health and the improvement of the team over getting a result.  In the end, he achieved both as his team went on to win the prestigious Pepsi Showdown, finish 2nd at the Naperville Invite, and win the Mid-Suburban League crown this season.  Because of these numerous team accolades as well as his dedication to prioritizing his player’s health before a result, I feel Coach Stengren is very deserving to be honored as Coach of the Year.
Brian Allen Crystal Lake South
COACH OF THE YEAR (cont.)

DESI Vuillaume – SANDBURG
I would like to nominate Desi Vuillaume as the 2010 Girls Soccer Coach of the Year.  For years Sandburg High School has been one of the most successful soccer programs not only in the South Suburbs but in the state.  Since taking the head coaching position Desi has helped to add to the rich soccer history at Sandburg High School.  Desi’s teams are well organized, tactically and technically sound.  He has brought a coaching philosophy with him that promotes sound attractive soccer.

Over the years the soccer program at Sandburg has been blessed with many talented players.  This year’s team is no exception.  In my 18 years of coaching they are one of the most complete teams that I have had the privilege to coach against.  However, as most coaches will acknowledge, great talent does not always guarantee success.   Talented teams need the appropriate leadership to help harness their collective abilities, promote a positive team spirit, and to make tactical decisions.  Perhaps the greatest compliment any coach can receive is that he or she was able to get their team to play as a team.  Desi has instilled a team first philosophy which is demonstrated in Sandburg’s style of play and the attitude of his players.   Desi has been able to accomplish this over the past several seasons with some very impressive results.  

Maintaining success is often more difficult than attaining it.  Desi inherited a soccer tradition of success at Sandburg High School.  Through his leadership he has been able to maintain and add to the success of the Sandburg Girls soccer program.  Please give his nomination strong consideration for the IHSSCA 2010 Girls Soccer Coach of the Year Award.

Rick Prangen
SOCCER PERSON OF THE YEAR

CHICAGOLAND SOCCER
They have done a fantastic job covering high school girls soccer in the area.  The website is easy to navigate and user friendly.  The photos are fantastic.  The articles are very well written.  The reporters interview the players and make them feel very involved which is excellent.  If a reporter is writing a story for a newspaper as well as Chicagoland Soccer the article for Chicagoland soccer is usually a bit longer and more in depth than the newspaper.  This demonstrates dedication on their behalf. 

The website is also a great tool to learn about teams from different areas and possibly scout as well.  You can track a teams journey through a season with this site.  The updates are done in a timely manner as well. 

Chicagoland Soccer connects all the teams and the Chicagoland area in a way that has not been done before.  One of the best areas for soccer in the country comes together on this site.  Hopefully it will continue to

grow as more programs learn what a great job they do.                    

Dan Klaus

BOB EISS –ROCKTON HONONEGAH
Bob has been the most dedicated worker at any soccer program we have seen in our area over the course of his time at Rockton Hononegah High School. As the Hononegah’s statistician, game-day operator, and the right-hand man of son Eric at all IHSSCA All-Sectional meetings over the past 5-6 years. Bob is always present with a smile and a warm welcome. He is easily the most “visible” person for Hononegah, knowing most if not all athletic directors, coaches, assistants, officials and even many fans. Our parents always mention how welcoming Bob is to them whenever we play at Hononegah and even when they are playing away. Other coaches also in the room confirmed that parents even know Bob better than any administrator or coach at Hononegah.. at times, to them, he is the face of Hononegah soccer.
We feel Bob Eiss is most deserving of any award the State may have to offer for Soccer Person of the Year. He has been a big influence I know in Section 1 for nearly the past decade during his son’s tenure at Rockton Hononegah.    Brad Heidenreich
PAUL STRANZ – CHARLSTON

Paul Stranz has been involved with soccer for the past thirty years.  A native of Farmington, IL and graduate of Western Illinois University, BS; and Eastern Illinois University, MS; he has raised a family and devoted much of his time to soccer in cites of Morton, IL; Brownsburg, IN, and Charleston, IL, where he coached youth recreational and competitive traveling teams for fifteen years.  


In 2000, he became the head soccer coach at Charleston High School, where he has taught vocational agriculture and currently is a physical education instructor.  He has been head coach for both boys’ and the girls’ teams for ten years.  In the process, his teams have compiled a 177-55-21 record for the boys with three IHSA State tournament appearances and 123-69-22 record for the girls earning a Regional Championship in 2007.  During his tenure as head coach of the Lady Trojans, Coach Stranz has been honored to have received IHSSCA Section Coach of the Year for three times for the boys and Decatur Herald & Review Coach of the Year twice.  For the girls he has been recognized as the Decatur Herald & Review Coach of the Year twice with this being his first time to be nominated as Soccer Person of the Year.


Coach Stranz has represented down state high school soccer as the IHSSCA Section Coordinator for the past five years for both the boys and the girls programs.  Stranz has been on the coaching staff at Southern Methodist University during its summer camps.  He has been a certified soccer official with FIFA and IHSA and is past board member of the Charleston Soccer League.  He was one of the initial individuals to organize traveling soccer in Charleston, which has now developed into the CFC Soccer Club.
